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Poverty and Trauma in Baltimore City

Between the years of 2009-2013, 23.8% of Baltimore City residents 
were living below the national poverty line.

According to data from 2011-2012, 30.7% of Baltimore City children 
had experienced at least three adverse childhood experiences (e.g. 
witnessing violence or losing a parent) – a rate that exceeds both those 
of Maryland (19.4%) and the nation (22.6%).

Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute, 2015



http://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-a-livable-future/research/clf_publications/pub_rep_desc/Mapping-Baltimore-City-Food-Environment.html
Chandran et al., 2013



Today, in Baltimore City, African 
Americans have access to less 
acreage of park space than their 
White counterparts.

This is a consequence of historical 
institutional inequities regarding 
the distribution of public park 
space.

Recreational center space is also 
relatively scare in West Baltimore.

Boone et al., 2009;
United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Northern Research Station (http://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/urban/environmental_justice/baltimore/);

http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2013-07-02/news/bs-md-ci-rec-centers-20130625_1_centers-rec-private-groups



http://health.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Life-expectancy-2013.pdf;
Barbot, 2014; Chandran et al., 2013



Chandran et al., 2013; Ingraham, 2015; McCoy, 2015; Rothstein, 2015



Crime Experienced in the Western District (YTD)
(through the first 25 weeks of 2015)

22 homicides
73 non-fatal shootings
9 forced rapes
129 robberies
259 aggravated assaults
226 burglaries
363 reports of larceny
184 auto thefts
18 acts of arson
265 common assaults

397 violent crimes and 791 property crimes

Baltimore City - https://data.baltimorecity.gov/Public-Safety/Summarized-Crime-Data-By-District-Week-25/4nh3-w6zf?



Violence and Depression

In a study of Baltimore City young adults (ages 16-23) from both West 
and East Baltimore, violence was found to be significantly associated 
with depressive symptoms.

Furthermore, this association was additive: the greater the exposure to 
different types of violence, the greater the depressive symptoms.

Over half of the 700-person sample reported exposure to at least one 
type of violence.

Mendelson, Turner, & Tandon, 2010



A recent study found that, from the years 2000-2010, West Baltimore experienced 
some of the greatest narcotics activity and economic deprivation in the City.

Linton et al., 2014



Maryland taxpayers pay about $288 
million to incarcerate 7,794 Baltimore 
City citizens each year.

Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park 
experiences the highest incarceration 
rate.

Petteruti et al., 2015



Wolfers, Leonhardt, & Quealy, 2015



Wolfers, Leonhardt, & Quealy, 2015



Children from low-income backgrounds are more likely to succeed in 
neighborhoods that have less concentrated poverty, less income 
inequality, better schools, more two-parent families, and lower crime 
rates.

Moving from some of Baltimore City’s highest-poverty neighborhoods 
to lower-poverty neighborhoods is associated with increased earnings 
and college quality in adulthood for children below age 13 at the time 
of moving – regardless of race.

Every additional year a low-income family spends in the City reduces a 
child’s future earnings by 0.7%.

Chetty & Hendren, 2015; Chetty, Hendren, & Katz, 2015; Heitin, 2015



Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem 
Park
A Neighborhood Comparison



Neighborhood Comparison
Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland

Households 5,541 6,479

Population 14,896 17,464

Number of incarcerated citizens 458 15

Unemployment rate 22.7% 7.2%

% of employed that travel 45 minutes or more to work each day 31.8% 11.7%

Median household income $24,822.40 $74,276.60

Energy cut-offs per 10,000 households each month (2009-2010) 86.9 5.1

% of population (25 years and over) with less than a high school diploma or 
GED

30.1% 4.3%

% of housing units that are owner-occupied 30.8% 75.5%

Total number of businesses 281 504

Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance, 2013
http://health.baltimorecity.gov/neighborhood-health-profile-reports



Neighborhood Comparison (cont.)
Sandtown-Winchester/Harlem Park North Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland

% of children living below poverty line 47.6% 9.3%

% of female-headed households with children below age 18 73.4% 15.1%

% of adult population on parole or probation 10.4% 0.7%

% of children with elevated blood lead levels, ages 0-6 (2008) 4.9% (out of 453 tested) 0.0% (out of 156 tested)

Mortality rate for people aged 15-24 19/1,000 residents 1.5/1,000 residents

Violent crime rate 23/1,000 residents 3.4/1,000 residents

% of population (ages 16-19) in school and/or employed 79.2% 100.0%

Rate of dirty streets and alleys reported (by calling 311) 128.8/1,000 residents 15.9/1,000 residents

Number of arrests per 1,000 10-17 year olds (2005-2009) 252.3 38.5

Baltimore Neighborhood Indicators Alliance, 2013
http://health.baltimorecity.gov/neighborhood-health-profile-reports



Comparing One K-8 School From Each Neighborhood

“School A” in Sandtown-
Winchester/Harlem Park

“School B” in North 
Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland

Enrollment (2015) 253 1,400

Free and reduced price lunch (2011) 92.6% 30.4%

% of tested students in reading classified as homeless 1.9% 0.5%

Student chronic absence rate (> 20 days; 2014) 14.7% 5.7%

% FTE of teachers absent > 10 days (2011) 50.0% 29.0%

Student mobility rate, grades K-5 (2014) 46.2% 11.6%

% of classes NOT taught by a highly qualified teacher (2014) 15.8% 4.6%

http://ocrdata.ed.gov/
http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24385, http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24386, http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24839

http://www.mdreportcard.org/



“School A” in Sandtown-
Winchester/Harlem Park

“School B” in North 
Baltimore/Guilford/Homeland

Per pupil personnel salaries (instructional staff only; 2011) $2,981.00 $3,808.00

Per pupil non-personnel expenditures at school level (2011) $266.00 $317.00

Ratio of out-of-school suspensions to total enrollment (2011) .09 .02

% proficient or advanced on 2014 MSA Reading, Grades 3-8 46.3% 94.2%

% of kindergarteners rated “Fully Ready” on Maryland Model for School 
Readiness (2014)

63.3% 93.0%

% of students agreeing with “Students feel safe at this school” (2014 School 
Survey)

69.8% 84.5%

% of parents agreeing with “My child feels like she/he belongs at this school” 
(2014 School Survey)

73.1% 93.8%

http://ocrdata.ed.gov/
http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24385, http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24386, http://www.baltimorecityschools.org/Page/24839

http://www.mdreportcard.org/

Comparing One K-8 School From Each Neighborhood (cont.)



Imagine a Classroom of 30 Students

27 students would be receiving free or reduced price meal service



Imagine a Classroom of 30 Students

20 students would be absent from school at least 5 days during the school year



Imagine a Classroom of 30 Students

4 students would be absent from school more than 20 days



Imagine a Classroom of 30 Students

13 students would have transferred in to or out of the school after the 
beginning of the school year



Imagine a Classroom of 30 Students

9 students would not agree with the statement, “Students feel safe at this 
school”



Imagine a Faculty of 20 Teachers

10 would miss more than 10 days of school in an academic year



Now, imagine a school that enrolls 250 students…

• 119 students may be living below the poverty line

• As many as 12 students may have elevated blood lead levels

• As many as 26 students could have their energy cut-off at home 
during the year
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