Driving Question:  How can your knowledge of the causes of conflict in the past, lead to an understanding of how to avoid present and future conflicts?

Entry Event: Problem Scenario

Recently, you and your friends have become interested in examining the seemingly endless wars in the region known as the Middle East. In your history class, the teacher mentioned something about how the 20th Century had given rebirth to bad feelings between Judeo-Christians and Muslims with the establishment of Israel. Also, you’ve been curious about how much of an impact individuals have had in forging the modern era of human history and reasons for recent American military involvement in the region. You know that there are problems between Israel and Palestine and that the places where there is involvement of American troops, the region is predominantly Muslim. Still, you have a difficult time understanding it all.

While discussing a possible trip to a local Holocaust exhibit that may have given you more insight, strange things began to happen. In some kind of cosmic wind storm, you and your friends are swept away from the exhibit to the city of Clermont, France in the year A.D. 1095. 

There is a man giving a speech at the local church, in a strange language that sounds kind of like what you heard in your Spanish class, but it’s not Spanish. Although no script was used by the man, others have been taking notes of the speech in a variety of languages <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/urban2-5vers.html>, including English. Because of your background in World History and having solve numerous dilemmas in history, you and your friends try to decipher the speech based on the notes of others in attendance. Also, in some kind of interesting twist, you didn’t lose your Internet access when you were transported back in time. So, you at least have your computer, its software, and the Internet to help you predict a way to sustain peace so that when you arrive back at school, the world may be a more peaceful place.

Knowing that you will eventually return to the present, you have given yourselves ten days to research this event using any links in this lesson and independent group research and will report back to the faculty of your school as to what just happened and what you did to create the better world. You and your team may wish to utilize Internet Search engines as well as library resources to gather information. You should also develop questions for faculty members and community members such as clergy and politicians to help you gain a better understanding of the present causes of wars before you went back in time.

Your prediction of future may be necessary in order to plan pre-emptive peace following the speech. Include an action plan in your presentation and possible changes in history that will incur following your plan. You may, if time permits, look at wars beyond the ones that are taking place in A.D. 1095. You may wish to see if the changes that you made in A.D. 1095 drastically change wars after that.

You are required to keep individual journals in order to document progress throughout this process. Your group will have no more than fifteen minutes to present your findings through a presentation using any technology available to you. A packet of materials with documents and plans will be used throughout this project.

You have been told that if you can preemptively preserve peace, you will be offered a commission to solve other problems faced by world populations throughout other periods in History. The world thanks you for your efforts ahead of time. Good Luck and we await your successful return to the present.
